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9 Things I Wish I’d Known Before I Got Coronavirus 
 
1. Here’s the first sentence of a great article by a young woman who caught Coronavirus in 
New York in March (link to the article above):  
There are a lot of unknowns about the virus given its newness, but there are 

a few things that I really wish I'd known prior to contracting the virus.  
Imagine you caught Coronavirus back in March. What would you have wanted to know? 

 
2. Gist. Now open the whole article. How many of your ideas are shared by this New Yorker? 

 
3. Specific information. Look carefully for the following information in the article: 

A. Where does she think she got infected? 
 

B. Why didn’t she want to take Ibuprofen? Does she still think that was correct? 
 

C. In her third point, what does the writer mean by ‘is there for you’? 
 

D. Was she hungry during her illness? Why? 
 

E. What could her employer do with the information she gave? 
 

F. Why was she worried about others’ reactions? 
 

G. How did the writer try to help others? 
 

H. Why did she not want to get re-tested? 
 

I. Which habits is she incorporating in her new daily routine? 
 
4. Grammar. Look at the ways the writer expresses past regret. What are these forms? 

a. If only I had opted to work from home (at minimum) one week sooner 

 

b. Had I just had a typical headache, my medicine drawer would have been 

equipped with everything 

 

c. If I were able to go back in time, I would have made sure I had allergy 

medicine 

 

d. I wish I would've known their hours of operation 

 

e. A can of store-bought soup still wasn't as satisfying as a batch of homemade 

soup would have been 

 

5. Follow-up chat. Which of the nine ‘things’ do you think is most useful? Least useful? Why? 

© James Egerton 2020 

https://www.eatthis.com/life-after-covid/
https://www.eatthis.com/low-sodium-soup-brands/

